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BURSWOOD DOME, FUTURE 

224. Mr A.D. MARSHALL to the Minister for Tourism:  
This represents a query from all the tennis fraternity in Western Australia.  I refer the minister to the statement 
by the Minister for Sport and Recreation in this House on 18 September 2002, in which he said -  

The only way Burswood Dome will be demolished will be if we are hit by a meteor.  It will not be 
demolished!  I am certain, thanks to us, that the Hopman Cup contract will be renegotiated successfully 
. . .  I am 100 per cent confident that we will not lose the Burswood Dome, at least in the foreseeable 
future, and I am talking of several years hence.   

(1) Does the Minister for Tourism share the Minister for Sport and Recreation’s steadfast belief that the 
Government has secured the dome’s future for several years?   

(2) If so, how does the minister explain comments made by the Managing Director of Burswood Casino in 
The Australian Financial Review on 1 October that Burswood has made no commitment to maintain the 
dome beyond 2004?   

Mr C.M. BROWN replied: 
(1)-(2) First, I will deal with the comments made by John Schaap, the Managing Director of Burswood Casino 

in The Australian Financial Review.  I have had the opportunity to speak to Mr Schaap about that 
matter.  He has confirmed to me that his comments to The Australian Financial Review related to the 
contract that he understood the Western Australian Tourism Commission had with the International 
Tennis Federation and to the period for which the Hopman Cup has now been secured.  There must be 
onward renewals of the contracting arrangements.  As I announced earlier this week at the launch of the 
Hopman Cup, Western Australia has secured the Hopman Cup for 2003 and 2004.  There are also 
ongoing arrangements for the event, which is particularly important for Western Australia.   

I took the opportunity, however, to check the history of this matter and the comments that had been 
made.  I do not have before me today the comments that have been made about a venue for the Hopman 
Cup in the event that Burswood Dome is not available or the Hopman Cup wishes to be relocated.  
However, I am happy to make the information available.  From memory, a joint media release was 
issued by the former Premier and former Minister for Tourism.  It referred to the Perth exhibition and 
convention centre and proclaimed that new arrangements had been entered into, changes had been made 
to the PECC, and such were the changes that this would now accommodate a number of events, 
including the Hopman Cup.  That was in the media release; it was not the interpreted words of a 
journalist.   

I have checked the number of people who can be accommodated at a tennis event such as the Hopman 
Cup at the Perth exhibition and convention centre; that is, whether it is equivalent to the number of 
people who can now be accommodated at the dome.  I do not have the figures before me, but, as I 
understand it, 8 000 to 10 000 people can be accommodated around the main court area at the dome.  In 
order for the event to be viable, we need an area that will seat 8 000 to 10 000 people reasonably close 
to the court.  Again, I do not have the figures before me and I stand corrected if I am not exactly right.  
However, I understand that a maximum number of 3 000 people can be accommodated around a central 
court at the Perth exhibition and convention centre.  I am a little mystified at that media release.  I am 
still burrowing away at the issue, because I am anxious to find the basis for the statement.  The 
statement either was very foolish or was designed to mislead the community of Western Australia.  I 
have not yet found the answer, but I am doing some research and I will continue that research.  I give 
the member for Dawesville this undertaking: when all the research and documents are available, I will 
come into this House and make a long statement about the degree to which the statement by the former 
Premier and former Minister for Tourism misled the people of Western Australia.   

 


